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EU INVESTMENTS

CZELADū
Post-industrial monuments are an important part of the urban herit-
age in the Zagłębie Dĉbrowskie region. This is also true for the city of 
Czeladź, where the local government has been renovating parts of the 
former Saturn Coal Mine for years. Established in the 19th century, the 
colliery primarily supplied factories in Łódź with the fuel necessary for 
production at the time. Today, the Elektrownia Contemporary Art Gallery, 
founded in 2016, is one of the institutions housed by the above-ground 
facilities. After being refurbished, the transformer station and the elec-
trical workshop building changed their profile in 2019. They now accom-
modate the Community Services and Local Engagement Centre. Erected 
between 1907 and 1911, the pithead building was another Saturn facility 
to be renovated. It currently houses the Post-industrial Heritage Centre 
of Coalmining in Zagłębie and the Media Library, the latter of which was 
created from the ground up. The areas surrounding the renewed build-
ings serve as venues for meetings and open-air events.    

Projects aimed at renewing the area of the former Saturn Coal Mine in 
Czeladź were worth over PLN 73 million, of which the European Union 
financed more than PLN 46 million.
For more about the projects, visit:  
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/780575/ 
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/709837/ 
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/768795/ 
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/713108/ 

àÎDū
The consistent area regeneration of the àódŬ city centre has produced 
impressive results. It began in 2015 and involves the refurbishment of 
eight large downtown quarters and the historic Księży Młyn (Priest’s Mill) 
housing estate. The residents of Łódź have been reclaiming successive 
parts of their city, including Włókiennicza Street and the house at No 11 
that once belonged to the famous 19th-century urban architect Hilary 
Majewski. His many designs shaped the cityscape of Łódź that can still 
be seen today. For many years, Majewski’s own house was in disrepair. 
It was only after an EU-co-funded refurbishment project was imple-
mented that it returned to its former glory. Majewski’s house is now the 
seat of inLodz21, the city’s new cultural institution. The renewal of the 
Staromiejski Park (Old Town Park) helped to revive the memory of its 
pre-WWII urban fabric, while the neighbouring Stary Rynek (Old Market 
Square) became again a magnet for residents to spend their time and for 
restaurant owners to set up their businesses. Wolności STuare (Liberty 
Square) – formerly known as Nowy Rynek (New Market Square) – has 
also been transformed. The octagonal square has become more leafy and 
now boasts new paving, a fountain and a children’s playground. Wolności 
Square has always been a meeting place and the city’s transport hub. 
After tram and car traffic was moved to the northern part of the square, 
pedestrians have more space to walk and relax.

Hilary Majewski’s town house was renovated under the “Area regenera-
tion of the Łódź city centre – an area of 7.5 ha delimited by Wschodnia, 
Rewolucji 1905 r., Kilińskiego and Jaracza Streets together with building 
frontages on the other side of these streets” project. Its value was PLN 
288.4 million, with the EU financing over PLN 88.9 million.

https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/756668/

The Staromiejski Park, Stary Rynek and Wolności Square were renovated 
under the “Area regeneration of the Łódź city centre – an area of 32.5 ha 
delimited by Zachodnia, Podrzeczna, Stary Rynek, Wolborska, Francisz-
kańska, Północna, Wschodnia, Rewolucji 1905 r. and Próchnika Streets 
together with building frontages on the other side of these streets” pro-
ject. Its value was PLN 278.3 million, of which the EU financed over PLN 
73.5 million.

https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/756667/ 

For more about renovation projects in Łódź, visit:
https://rewitalizacja.uml.lodz.pl/dzialania/?L -1

30 new trams make it easier to get to Wolności Square and other parts 
of Łódź. They were purchased by the city of Łódź as part of a project 
co-funded by the EU. These new trams will run on modernized tracks 

from the expanded depot in Chocianowice. 

The city of Łódź modernized its public transport infrastructure thanks to 
the project “A comprehensive programme for integrating the low-emis-
sion public transport network in the Łódź metropolis, including the pur-
chase of rolling stock to operate the W-Z route and other communication 
lines, and the modernization of tram depots in Lodz”. It was worth PLN 
843.6 million, with the EU financing over PLN 471.7 million.

https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/746926/

The European Union supports the renewal of cities and public transport!

R<BNIK
In 2024, the Ignacy Historic Mine in Rybnik received the European Her-
itage Award/Europa Nostra Award. It is hard to imagine a more fitting 
recognition for the project in a year marking 20 years of Poland’s mem-
bership in the Community. The Ignacy Mine ceased operations in 1995, 
after the last cart carrying coal left the Kościuszko shaft. Deeply em-
bedded in the historical and cultural heritage of the Rybnik region and 
Upper Silesia, the mine had been running for 203 years. The buildings 
of the colliery complex survived thanks to the determination of former 
employees who established the Ignacy Historic Mine Association. Sub-
sequently, the site was inscribed on the register of cultural property, 
and the city of Rybnik undertook several renovation projects co-funded 
by the EU budget. Today, the Ignacy Historic Mine is a science and tech-
nology centre, and a highlight of the Industrial Monuments Route of the 
Silesian Voivodship. This is all thanks to the use of modern audiovisual 
technologies and the preservation of original equipment from the old 
plant, such as a steam machine that is still in working order. 

Projects aimed at renewing the Ignacy Historic Mine in Rybnik were 
worth over PLN 35 million, with the European Union financing more than 
PLN 16 million. 
For more about the projects, visit: 
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/553757/
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/736081/
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/780577/
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/789963/ 
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/1166289/

WEST POMERANIA VOIVODSHIP
Szczecin continues to be one of the major sea ports of Poland and the 
Baltic Sea. It would be difficult to think of a better place for the sci-
ence centre of West Pomerania than the region’s capital city. So it is in 
Szczecin that a characteristic building in the form of a ship was erected 
to house the Professor Jerzy Stelmach Maritime Science Centre. This 
state-of-the-art educational facility allows children and adults to delve 
into the world of science and technology. The unifying theme 
is obviously the sea, which is why visitors can explore 
exhibitions on life at sea, navigation, fishing, 
and the functioning of ports. The centre boasts a unique 
educational offer that popularizes physics, mathematics, 
geography, astronomy, medicine, technology, ecology, 
sociology, history, and culture. 

The project “Construction of the Professor Jerzy 
Stelmach Maritime Science Centre in Szczecin” 
was worth over PLN 152 million, with the 
European Union financing more than 
PLN 112 million. 
For more about the projects, visit:  
https://mapadotacji.gov.pl/projekty/1166919/ 
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Dear Reader,   

it has already been 20 years! On 1 May 2004, Poland joined 
the European Union, leaving for good the grey zone of security 
stretching between the Euro-Atlantic area and countries of the 
former Soviet Union. We have already had several occasions to 
appreciate the importance of belonging to the EU and NATO. 
Being part of the Community proved invaluable at the difficult 
time of the pandemic, when extraordinary measures adopted 
by the EU, such as the joint purchases of vaccines, protective 
equipment, and medical equipment, helped save hundreds 
of thousands of lives. Membership allowed Poland to make 
a remarkable leap in its development, progress not seen in 
countries not part of the 2004 big-bang enlargement or the 
subsequent expansions in 2007 and 2013. Putin’s aggressive 
war against Ukraine, unleashed on 24 February 2022, added 
momentum to the EU’s efforts aimed at improving our joint 
security, notably by supporting Ukraine’s heroic and unequal 
struggle against the Kremlin despot. Ukraine is a candidate 
country whose accession to the EU will expand the area of se-
curity and stability in Europe. Some argue that integration will 
deepen during the tenure of the next European Commission 
from 2024 to 2029, with particular attention paid to defence. 
The EU, which we have been helping to shape since 2004, has 
demonstrated its resilience by developing and responding 
flexibly to challenges such as the pandemic, the great financial 
crisis that hit in 2008, and now the threat posed by Moscow’s 
aggression.  

The European Union is a community of values, and it is these 
values that the Ukrainians are now fighting for. Before the 
changes brought about by the fall of communism in 1989, we 
aspired to join the Community based on democracy, the rule of 
law, and respect for diversity. The Polish constitution, adopted 
in the 1997 referendum, was drafted in this spirit. The road to 
the geopolitical West culminated in another referendum held 
in 2003 that asked Polish people where they saw their country 
and gave a definitive reply: in the European Union.

In Poland, we also perceive the EU through the prism of its pos-
itive impact on the economy, the near-eradication of unem-
ployment during times of prosperity, the improved standards 
of living, and the investments that are now ubiquitous in our 
local communities. Comics from the “Paneuropa” series create 
a unique and beautiful catalogue of the latter. Telltale signs 
of our presence in the EU include new or renovated motor-
ways, state-of-the-art railway services, refurbished or newly 
built theatres, cultural centres, and facilities that let us travel 
near and far. Poland is constantly changing. The pages of this 
year’s volume, “Paneuropa – Licho Never Sleeps,” portray the 
subsequent investments that prove these changes. A partner 
of this year’s publication, the city of Rybnik has undergone 
some breathtaking transformations, with its Ignacy Historic 
Mine becoming a modern technology centre, a meeting place 
for citizens, and a testament to the Rybnik region’s eventful 
history. Czeladź is another one of our municipal partners. Its 
erstwhile Saturn mine now hosts the city’s Elektrownia Con-
temporary Art Gallery. A refurbished pithead building will 
house the Post-industrial Heritage Centre of Coalmining in 
Zagłębie. Rybnik and Czeladź have been renovating examples 
of their industrial architecture and sharing their experiences 
within the Silesian Association of Municipalities and Districts, 
which has joined the Paneuropa team as yet another partner. 
The city of Łódź remains on board as well. As usual, it will 
host the annual International Festival of Comics and Games, 
where the launch of the new Paneuropa will occur. Łódź is 
a special place for comic art. In 2022, EC1 Łódź – City of Cul-
ture celebrated the inauguration of the Centre for Comics and 
Interactive Narratives. Like the EC1, the Centre is a child of 
European integration: it would not exist if we had not joined 
the European Union. We are happy to have it again as a part-

ner of Paneuropa. Home to factory owners and the alchemist 
Sendivogius featured in our book, the city continues imple-
menting the area regeneration of the Łódź city centre project. 
Thanks to it, this year, residents of Łódź were able to start 
using Wolności Square again (which our cover depicts). Trams 
had always been running through Wolności Square, and this 
has not changed. Perhaps, except for the trams themselves, 
as those you will find here with the characteristic plates show-
ing EU stars, are brand new. Other Łódź landmarks that have 
been renovated include Włókiennicza Street and the house of 
Hilary Majewski, a city architect and one of the creators of in-
dustrial-era Łódź. Meanwhile, the West Pomerania Voivodship 
debuts as a partner and setting of our comic book. The im-
pressive Professor Jerzy Stelmach Maritime Science Centre was 
built on their territory, on the Odra riverbank in Szczecin. EU 
membership has spurred growth in several regions and cities, 
including those belonging to the Union of Polish Metropolises, 
another of our partners. Warsaw is a vital member city of the 
Union, and it has consistently expanded its metro network. We 
are glad that EU funds help to make it possible.

As in previous years, we will be shown around these unique 
places by our protagonists, including someone who particu-
larly stands out. It is Ignacy, whom his Paneuropa friends also 
call “Industrius.” Like many of our readers, Ignacy was born 
after the EU accession. He has no recollection of Poland be-
fore it joined the Community, which is also true of the young 
artists making their debut in this edition. Julia Cięciała, Miłosz 
Zimnicki, Matylda Lotka, Jowita Kotwica, and Monika Szopa 
have drawn pages that you will find among those created by 
the veterans of our series, with whom you are familiar from 
previous volumes. Rafał Szłapa, Robert Służały, and Grzegorz 
Pawlak have again illustrated the adventures of Paneuropa. 
The impressive cover of this volume was created by Przemys-
ław Truściński. And as there can be no comic book without 
a script, ours was written by Dominik Szcześniak, whom you 
may remember from “Paneuropa – Standing with Ukraine.”  

Time blots out the memories of those who witnessed Polish 
accession to the EU. Young people do not remember Polish 
towns and villages from before 2004. Creators of pop cul-
ture – including comic book authors – sometimes ponder the 
question: what if…? To express the idea that bad things can 
happen, we say in Polish: “Licho never sleeps,” a proverb that 
evokes the figure of Licho as the embodiment of misfortune. 
Twenty years after the accession, and aware of the dubious 
alternatives to European integration that some propose occa-
sionally, we tried a similar experiment. We believe it is worth 
doing it in 2024, as we celebrate 20 years of Polish EU mem-
bership right after we have elected a new European Parlia-
ment. Read this latest volume of Paneuropa to find out what 
happens to our protagonists in this exceptional year. And to 
get your copy, visit the Katowice Book Fair, which, along with 
its organizer, the History and Culture Foundation, is a partner 
of the book. Moreover, “Paneuropa – Licho Never Sleeps” will 
be available at the European Commission Representations in 
Warsaw and Wrocław and the Europe Direct centres across the 
country. Our partners from Czeladź, Rybnik, Łódź, Western 
Pomerania, the Union of Polish Metropolises, and the Silesian 
Association of Municipalities and Districts will make sure that 
Paneuropa finds its way wherever its readers may be. 

I hope you will enjoy this book. Remember: Licho never sleeps!   

Bartłomiej Balcerzyk
Acting Head
European Commission Representation in Poland



…My grand 
entrance 

shall come 
soon.

Fragrant 
potions and claws’ 
stack,Bloody bile 
shall send you 

back.

In mothers’ 
tellings bur-

rowed... 

So, as 
darkness pro-
pels doom…

Mmmh.

From 
fathers 

for life be-
stowed.

So why are 
you staring at 
us skating?

It isn’t, 
Pablo, not 

at all.

It seems 
something went 

wrong, kid.
How’s 

that your 
business?

Go for it, 
dude!

Now rock 
that kickflip, 

Pablo!

Pablo, Pablo!
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It means… 

that we… 

Hey, cut the crap, 
sir! We’re all twelve 

already!

Well, I’m 
twenty.

Yeah? What 
about it?

Duh, you 
bet we know! 
In the mine. 

Why shouldn’t 
we know?

You are 
young, you may 
not remember.

I’m just reminiscing 
about when I was doing that 
stuff myself. Did you know 

that there used to be 
a skate park here?

all are… 

Truly spectacular 
tricks, Ignaś, but it’s 
high time you showed 

off your skills in
 real action!

…the kids 
of a new era! 

Whoa!

Dayum!

Cool!
Awesome!

That was 
badass!

What?!

Huh?

Hey!
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Anyone has 
pinchers? I need 
pinching ASAP!

Whoa, did 
you see that, 

guys?

I’m giving you 
an accelerated course 
in your “profession”!

Grandpa? What are 
you doing here?

That was 
awesome!

KALMA

Szarlej

Voloshin

There’s one 
more ally hiding in the 
shadows right behind 
me. He’s one of your 

kind, Voloshin.

We will 
deprive humans 
of free will and 
drown them in 

the past!

And by the way, 
I will finally deal 
with my brother.

As you command, 
beautiful Licho. To-

gether we will plunge 
the world into rot.

You shall 
follow me into 

this decay.

Mmm… I can 
smell broken 

brick. Modernity 
wears off, pro-

gress fades 
away.

Come 
forward, all 

of you.

Goddess of death and decay. 
She despises the protectors 
of prolific vegetation and 

breeding animals.

Skarbnik’s twin brother 
and archenemy. He has the 

power to cause earthquakes.

Lord of dragons, 
father of the 

Wawel Dragon.
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ZMAJ

LICHO

With my hand 
I stir the essence of the 
past, present and future, 

weaving it according 
to my will!

Goddess of misfortune, 
patroness of evil spirits, 
demons and sorcerers.

Certain spells, 
whispered over a pot 

of brew, helped with that. 
But these were not the trite 
incantations of an ordinary 

witch, one concocting 
mediocre potions in 

a cauldron.

Oh yes. They wanted 
to drive him out of Kra-
kow, a place he had been 

guarding for 
centuries.

But I revealed 
their wicked plans 

to him in advance... and 
thus he made the only 

right decision.

Come and join 
your brothers 

and sister, 
Zmaj.

Wawel Dragon, 
Voloshin’s son.

Paneuropa… 
they betrayed 

me… 

And he
 just believed 
your words 
right away?

Oh, not 
quite…

He formed 
an alliance 

with us.

These twenty years will 
be forgotten, you have my 
word on that. But in order 
to implement my plan, we 

must first deal with 
Paneuropa...

Your unanimity 
delights me. Europe 

has flourished for way too 
long. And, despite the prob-

lems it faces, it wants to grow 
even more and encompass 

the Western Balkan 
countries and even 

Ukraine.

I accepted my 
fate. Paneuropa wanted 

to belittle me... And with you 
I feel... good. I don’t want to 

be stuck in the shadow. 
I want to be more than just 

a fairy tale monster... 
I am on your side.

Long ago, 
people bowed to 

dragons and trembled 
at the very sight of us. 

Today we fade into 
oblivion.

It’s time these 
humans reminded 
themselves where 

their place is. When 
the opportunity arises, 

we are ready to 
make them re-
member us.

All this growth 
and life happening around 
me makes my insides turn 

over. I want people to lan-
guish in misery and the 
whole world to drown 

in decay.

All these 
twenty years 

of nature conservation, 
restoring animal habitats, 

and developing green energy, 
are futile. I want the return 
of the old Europe – polluted 

and filled with people 
afraid of changes 
for the apparent 

„better life”.

People used to 
steal my underground 

treasures without hesitation. 
They shouldn’t stop... I long 

for some actual 
disaster!

This is our first 
meeting together. 

Time to confirm that 
we are moving 
towards one 

goal.

People are under 
the illusion that they can 

harness the energy of the sun, 
that they will base their trans-
port on hydrogen... ha! All I need 
is one powerful stomp and their 

green factories and modern 
reactors will turn to 

rubble!

Let them take 
everything harmful 

from the earth, and if 
they try to get at rare 

earth metals, they 
shall pay!

I want 
the last twenty 
years to come 

to nothing.

Let the past 
twenty years be 

erased from 
existence!

Me and 
my son, the 
protector 
of Wawel.
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Saturn mine,
Czeladź.

Both of them are 
there. Do you think they 

got themselves into 
trouble?

Hmm, I have 
a feeling that all 
this is a harbinger 

of something 
bigger.

Ah! Looks 
like there’s trouble 
brewing somewhere!

You got to be 
kidding! Isn’t that 

where our boy 
went?

I wonder who he 
inherited his adventurous 

character from, Sendivogius? 
I hope he got the fortitude 

from me!

Łódź. 

BEEP! BEEEP! 
BEEP! 
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...or maybe 
just see for 

yourself!

* See: “Paneuropa – Standing with Ukraine”

We need to help 
these people. And our 

loved ones.

Fortunately, 
I moved Zorya’s* light-powered 
circle from the White Factory 

to our new home. With it, 
we can…

No time for jests when 
the world is falling apart! 

Let’s get to work, 
Paneuropa!

Let me begin, 
then, father!

How do 
you think 
we will?

Not a chance!

Have some 
faith in your 
family, dear! 

You had to do those 
kickflips at the site of 
yet another disaster, 
of all places, son!

Oh come on, 
dad…

How will 
we get down 

there?
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No idea, mom! 
They just came out of 

the ground! Seems they 
haven’t had a chance to 
get a taste of our fists 

yet! Also, mom…

Oh, what kind of 
monsters are these, 

Ignaś?

Yes, son?

We’re at work. 
Please title me 
appropriately!

Sorry… 
Industrius! It’s 

your turn!

Just one 
moment and...

„…done!”

Hah!

Huh?

Let me remind 
you – the world is 
burning right now. 

I recommend immediate 
action.

So-… uhm… Industrius, 
looks like the fight has worn 

you out, maybe you’d like to eat 
something or at least take in the 

life-giving energy of the sun? 
You look so pale...

Better think 
of a less cringe 

name...

Good job, 
son! Now your dad 

will do some work. I have 
a new invention here. I called 

it „The MendRay”. Sounds 
rad, right-o?
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Maritime Science 
Centre, Szczecin.

Father?

I like it when 
you address 
me this way. 

So why don’t 
I know why we 
set out on this 

journey?

Well, it’s 
a surprise I can reveal. 
This journey is purely 

for entertainment. 

You intend to 
strengthen our bond 

with orders?

i order you to have 
fun and enjoy the destruction 

that lies ahead!

And how 
else?! 

LET US BEGIN! 
FOLLOW ME!

Licho did us a great 
favor by allowing us 
to strengthen our 
father-son bond.

Hah! I think 
that’s the new 

record for fastest 
arrival!

This is not 
the time to flex 
your muscles, 
Basilisk! This 
flood wave is 
threatening 

the city!

This should 
be a piece of cake 

to you, girl! 

Zmaj?!

If I don’t 
need your 

help...

…why did 
you even come 

here?

Oh, it seems 
it was meant 

to be.
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Ignacy mine. 
Rybnik.

Come on, 
brother! Come here! 
Do you have enough 

courage?!

Uhm!

BRRRRRRMM!

GRRRR!

Brrrr…

I brought 
a friend, little one, 
so I have twice the 

courage!

We are twins, 
you disgusting spawn! 
Don’t you dare call me 

„little one”!

Fine then, let’s 
settle for „younger”  
– after all, I’ve been 
a few minutes ahead 
of you, as I was the 
first to leave my 
mother’s womb!

You brother 
didn’t come here 

to reconcile, 
I assume?

When I was 
young, Szarlej began 
to act quite bizarrely. 
He doesn’t care about 
brotherly love, dear 

Twardowski!
As the most 

famous writers 
say: It happens!
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Now cast some 
spells, dear Jan, 

so that...

…we can then 
focus on trying 
to answer the 

question…

What…

on earth…

is going 
on?!

Right idea, 
dear Skarbnik. 

This bizarre attack 
is, to say the 

least…

…suspicious.



There’s 
someone in my 

house.

Paneuropa, 

ASSEMBLE!!!



AT LAST!

Oh no.

Ha, ha! Yes, indeed! 
Nothing shall stop the 
machine of hatred and 

destruction! 

So much 
for blissful 

silence...

Father, what are 
we actually trying 
to achieve here?

Oh, Licho! 
Gorgeous, de-
structive Licho!

Well, as Koschei says: 
hatred, death, destruction, decay.

We will reach for everything that will 
be of use in restoring people to their 

rightful place – at our feet!

Brought back 
to life, I will once 

again be able to walk 
the world and prey 

on its pathetic 
inhabitants!

You, Licho, will have 
the honor of assuming the 

role of my new ally!

Together we will 
crush these failures 
from Paneuropa and 
take over the wo-

Failures, who 
have been defeated over 
and over again, have no 

place in our group.

This is all 
we need.

It will allow us 
to wipe twenty years of 

development away!



Central Museum of Textiles 
in Łódź, Łódź City Culture Park.

Włókiennicza Street, Łódź.

The house of the 19th-century 
architect Hilary Majewski,
Łódź.

plac wolności,
Łódź.

Historic Ignacy Mine,
Rybnik.

Saturn mine,
Czeladź.

With destruction darkness swept, And that was but the first step!

It is time for me to rise, And bring progress its demise!

You all follow me on this path of destruction, 
so feast your eyes on the sight of it.

See how what has been renewed 
falls into disrepair again!

…affects humans’ memories as well!

And rejoice with me, my cunning allies, because this 
destruction... 
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Bródno metro station,
Warsaw.

Paneuropa, what you are seeing 
is really happening.

In many places in the country – and not 
just this country – we are dealing with 
a regression of technological progress!

Maritime Science Center,
Szczecin.

Places that have been renovated or 
built from scratch are disappearing not 
only from the face of the earth…

…but also from the memories of people 
who now live as they did twenty years 
ago, as if nothing had happened since.
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We are witnessing a literal re-
turn to the past – infrastructural, 
economic and technological.

Twardowski managed to summon all of you, 
but the matter is of the utmost importance. 
So I’ll repeat his call…

Paneuropa, assemble!

Lithuanian University of Health Sciences’ 
Hospital, Gamma Knife Centre, Kaunas.

Revitalized area in Dolni 
Vitkovice, Ostrava. 

Thanks to Twardowski’s 
spells and Athena’s work in the 
background, our memories have 
remained intact. That’s why we 

can notice this change. 

Listen! 

But we are helpless 
in diagnosing the source 
of these interventions.

Did you know that 
there used to be a skate 

park in the mine 
in Czeladź?

Let’s 
summarize the 

facts.

mhm.

If you’re 
interested in the skate 
park, go and practice 

your tricks, son.

Not now, Ignaś. 
We’re talking about very 

important issues.

How do we 
know this? Why do 

we remember?

As you saw in Sendi-
vogius’ projection, in many 

places the fruits of development 
are getting erased and its conse-

quences are being wiped from 
the memory of residents.

We believed that this 
casket had already fulfilled its 
purpose in the past*. Yet it turns 

out to be the source of the 
distortion of reality we’re 

seeing now.

They went to 
so much trouble for an 
artifact that has already 

played its role?

Our enemies launched 
an attack in three places simulta-
neously, all in order to break into 
Twardowski’s lunar fortress and 

steal Zorya’s casket!

What a disgusting 
act of sabotage!

* Not so distant past – see: ” Paneuropa 
  – Standing with Ukraine”.3332



These three emergen-
cies were prevented by three 

spontaneously formed 
Paneuropa mini-teams.

The enemy has suc-
cessfully distracted us 

and now we have a true di-
saster on our hands. What 

leads do we have?

The first is my uglier 
twin brother, with whom I came 

into conflict a long time ago. Unfortu-
nately, the only thing I can determine 

beyond that is that he’s 
somewhere underground.

The second is 
a broken mirror in my 

workshop. Someone passed 
through it with Zorya’s 

casket.

And this is 
someone powerful, 
probably not acting 
alone. This is where 

the trail ends.

There is also 
a third voice on this 

matter. And I would like all 
of you, especially Weaver 
and Sendivogius, to listen 
to it carefully and with 

due respect.

Industrius?

There were two attacks 
in historic mines, the ones in Rybnik 

and Czeladź. as well as a flood 
wave threatening Szczecin.

We were unable 
to prevent the fourth one, 

in Twardowski’s lunar 
headquarters.

The first three 
were quite trivial and we 
dealt with them easily.

The fourth 
was the most 
significant.

And the 
earth is wide 
and deep...

So we 
don’t 

have any 
leads.

Did you 
know that 

there used to 
be a skate park 
in the mine in 

Czeladź?

I was there just before 
all this madness started. 
We did tricks with kids... kids younger 

than me, but kids who, 
like me, are… the kids 

of the new era.
And we can 

look at it all from 
a different per-

spective. What kind of per-
spective, Ignaś?

Oh, son.

Arrgh!

From the perspective of 
a twenty-year-old. If I were to forget, 
what would I actually remember? What 

would these twelve-year-old 
kids remember? Nothing at all, I bet. The last 

twenty years were my entire life. And 
someone is erasing them. But what else 

is celebrating its twentieth birthday 
in Poland this year?Something that has 

been ensuring development, 
peace and security for 

these years...

The European 
Union.  

Nice one, boy! 

And the other: 
I think Industrius’ 
family idea will 
save our skin!

First thing: 
Sorry for arriv-

ing late! 

Ekhm!

And you, Skarbnik, instead 
of acting professionally, all you 

thought about was a beef with your 
brother! What happened to you all? 
You are an invincible supergroup 

and you act like-

Only grandpa bothered to listen 
and trust me! You, my parents – the 

greatest living alchemist on Earth and 
the divine patroness of the entire city 
– instead of treating me as an equal, 

you dismissed me as if I had 
nothing valuable to say!

Maybe it’s time 
you stopped treating 

me like I’m just 
a kid  ?

Whoa, whoa! 
Don’t “Ignaś” 

me now! 

Ignaś!
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Look who 
I brought with me!

Wawel Dragon? 
Hello there, friend!

What part do 
you play in this 

lunacy?

A rather 
big one, regret-

tably.

I was deceived 
by my father. I wanted 
to renew my relation-

ship with him.

Ah, family 
bonds! Beauti-

ful!

But I be-
trayed you by 
doing that.

Together with 
my father, I took 
the side of those 

responsible for what 
is happening in the 

world now.

Who are 
they?

I’ll tell you 
everything... including 

how to defeat them and 
where to find them.

he told us everything, including how to defeat them and where to find them. It was high time to act, 
because with every second the nightmare reality dreamed up by Licho – the one responsible for this 

unbearable mess – and her group of henchmen, was becoming more and more permanent.

Industrius’ idea was right on – they wanted to destroy the achievements of the European Union. 
The villains’ spells made Europeans wake up to a completely new reality, one in which the great expan-
sion of the Union in 2004 never happened. It is easiest to explain all this mess using specific examples 

that we could observe in absentia thanks to Sendivogius’ inventions.

 The student exchange programs and Erasmus trips have been erased 
from memory, and foreign schools and universities knew nothing about 
  the possibility of accepting students from Poland. And the kids got 
   confused, suddenly thrown into a world completely different from 
          the one they knew.

Hmm, strange. I feel 
like I should be 

in Helsinki...
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  Due to Licho’s machinations, their parents, who had  
  previously worked in industries offering their services  
   outside the country, never even got 
    a chance to legally work abroad... ...and they didn’t even 

consider doing so.

The ones living in Germany or 
Portugal suddenly woke up in 
a version of Poland that never 

joined the EU...

...and the thought of 
trying to go abroad did 
not even occur to them.

Fortunately, thanks to 
Zmaj’s “betrayal”, Paneu-
ropa came up with a plan.

The spells of talented members of 
our team already got cast, Sendivogius 
is working on a gadget that – as he 
claims – will be able to trap evil...

...and Industrius, that 
hothead who refused 

to give up...

As Weaver put it, “the threads that 
bind us to the reality we know are 
disappearing and fewer and fewer 
people remember what has been 

achieved over the last two decades.”

Your schemes 
end here!

...whoa, this boy is already turning into 
a pro, he will become a great man one 
day! This young man knows that no 
one can destroy an entire community 
just like that, and he’s using all availa-
ble sources to connect with his peers.

And these young people are 
slowly spreading awareness 

to the older residents. But now 
it’s all in our hands – to make 

sure their efforts don’t go 
to waste...

We located her and her 
gang’s hideout. The showdown 
is about to begin, so I must 

go now, dear Diary.

After we’re done, I will report 
how we did... and if we perish 
(I doubt it, though!), we will 

survive in legends! P.S. I quickly sketched Sendivogius’ secret weapon – it’s MAPE, i.e. Mega
    Awesome Pacifier of Evil. It’s time for some tests on live baddies!

...we must defeat 
Licho!
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Young people 
remember! They will be 

the anchor that connects 
us to our world.

And you, 
Zmaj, with 
them, you 
traitor?

There’s 
nothing you can 
do now. In just 
a second, you 
will all be 
finished!

That scoundrel, 
he had no shame at all! 

But I trust in all others! 
Let’s fight, comrades!

What’s going 
on? Why is all of 
Paneuropa idle?!

And on top of that, 
they put some kid on 

the front foot!

Before we start 
beating each other up 

the old-fashioned way, let 
me ask you: Are you really 

that devoted to Licho? Sendivogius’ 
and Weaver’s spells 

are already working, and 
the community spirit is 
spreading to young 

people all over 
Europe!

Because this reality 
is the only one they know! 

You won’t destroy this 
community!

Wake up!

Concentrate!

NOW!

One of your 
henchmen has already 
broken away from your 
flock! We’re about to 
show you what true 

community is!

Idle doesn’t 
mean thought-

less!

Your powers 
are weakening, you 
won’t defeat us.

Do you think 
people want to live in 

chaos, among the miserable 
shadows of what could 

have been theirs?

Do you really 
still want to 

fight us?     

YES! 
OVER YOUR DEAD 

BODIES!

Uhh... maybe 
let’s consider it...

WHAT? 
UNGRATEFUL 
COWARDS!

I won’t fight with
 my brother – after all, 
we are still bound by 

love, not just 
hatred!

After all, I can sow 
decay and destruction 
in my home garden. It’ll 

be fun and nice too.

Dragons will 
be happy to take over 
the world at a more 

convenient time.

Most of them are still 
deep in sleep somewhere 
under the mountain peaks 

anyway…

While I want power, 
I also want my son’s 

peace of mind!

YOU’LL BE JOINING 
HIM SOON, WITCH!

What a disaster! 
I should have accepted 

Koschei’s offer.

I’m sorry, Licho, we can’t 
do anything here, just the 
two of us. Let’s wait for 

a better opportunity.



…Industrius.

Amazing speech…Think what I could 
create if I only had 
a little more time!

Small, but 
ingenious!

NOOOOOOO!

THE END

We got our past back, 
and there are plenty of future 

investments ahead of us. Did you hear? 
A gaming center will be built on the 
site of the former Wieczorek mine 

in Katowice.

A flowpark 
or something would 

be cool too. Such won-
ders will also 
appear soon, 

boy.

Thanks to the Blue 
Velo cycling route, you 
will soon be able to use 
your acrobatics in cities 

from Szczecin to 
Racibórz!

You mean...?

You’ll be able to travel 
along the Rail Baltica Line to many 

cities in other EU countries and 
see what your flowparks 

look like there.
Cool!

Rest, rest...

After all this 
trouble, we could 

use some rest.

...while Licho 
sleeps!

Industrius 
got so good at 

captivating 
crowds.

Bah! He’s a full 
member of Paneuropa 
now. We won’t “Ignaś” 

him any longer.

EPILOGUE
We welcome everyone 

to Czeladź for the celebration 
of the 20th anniversary of 
Poland’s membership in the 

European Union...



20th anniversary of Poland’s membership of the European 
Union

Poland joined the European Union on 1 May 2004. It was the 
crowning point of membership negotiations that began on 31 
March 1998 and concluded at the Copenhagen summit on 13 
December 2002. Ever since then, 13 December can be associ-
ated not only with the brutal subjugation by General Wojciech 
Jaruzelski’s communist regime of what came to be known as 
the Carnival of Solidarity in 1981 but also with the unprec-
edented development Poland has experienced following the 
accession. EU membership aligned with the people’s will, as 
expressed in the 7-8 June 2003 accession referendum. 77.45% 
of voters supported Poland joining the European Union. Such 
a significant majority saying ”yes” gave Poland a strong and 
decisive mandate to enter the Community. The signing of the 
Treaty of Accession on 16 April 2003 in Athens, a city rich 
in symbolism for European democracy, formalized Poland’s 
membership. Polish citizens elected their representatives to 
the European Parliament for the first time on 13 June 2004, 
with Professor Danuta Hübner becoming the first Polish mem-
ber of the European Commission as Commissioner for Region-
al Policy.

Joining the European Union proved to be a crucial choice for 
Poland’s prosperity. EU membership offers opportunities to 
stimulate economic growth and curb negative phenomena 
such as unemployment. It supports structural reforms. The 
decision to embark on a path leading to the European Un-
ion means embracing Western civilization’s values: the rule of 
law, human rights, representative democracy, and the market 
economy. These conditions are laid down in the so-called Co-
penhagen criteria, and each country wishing to become part 
of the European Union must fulfil them, as Poland did. In ad-
dition, law, democracy, and civic rights naturally need to be 
respected after accession. Let us remember this as we cele-
brate 20 years of Poland’s membership in the European Union!

Benefits of Polish accession to the European Union

The European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) creation in 
1951 kick-started European integration. This was a conse-
quence of efforts by critical Western European countries such 
as France, West Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxem-
bourg and Italy to prevent another war in Europe. After the 
signing of the Rome Treaties in 1957, the ECSC was joined by 
the European Economic Community (EEC) and Euratom. The 
EEC became one of the world’s leading economic powers. Over 
time, member states set new goals for themselves, such as 
establishing the euro as their common currency, which most 
EU countries now use as their legal tender. The Union was offi-
cially established by the Maastricht Treaty of 7 February 1992. 
The process of European integration is valuable in its own 
right, setting a peaceful rhythm of relations between countries 
that only recently were often at war. Poland derives substantial 
advantages from its EU membership. Poland not only helps 
to shape integration but also prospers economically. Accord-
ing to data from the Polish Economic Institute, Poland’s GDP 
per capita grew by 209% between 1990 and 2023. In the early 
1990s, it stood at only 41% of the average GDP of EU member 
states, but it now amounts to 81%. Poland will soon eliminate 
the backwardness from the years it was trapped behind the 
Iron Curtain. Poland remains the biggest beneficiary of the 
historic 2004 EU enlargement. Since then, over EUR 251.16 
billion have been invested in Poland, while Warsaw has con-
tributed almost EUR 87 billion to the joint budget in the same 
period. As a result, Poland has gained nearly EUR 164 billion. 
That money was invested in developing infrastructure (includ-
ing rural areas), renewing cities, supporting cultural institu-
tions, and implementing social reforms under the European 
Social Fund Plus. Polish businesses have secured access to 
European markets, where goods made in Poland and services 

provided by Polish companies are available. Polish farmers are 
among the key beneficiaries of the country’s accession to the 
European Union. A case in point is the increase in exports from 
Poland’s agri-food sector after 2004, which grew from EUR 5.2 
billion in the accession year to EUR 51.8 billion in 2023.

The launch of Kremlin’s unlawful invasion of Ukraine in 2022 
changed the geopolitical order in Europe, one that the Moscow 
dictator had already undermined by illegally annexing Crimea 
in 2014. Thus, the European Union must adapt to this danger-
ous neighbourhood. Security cooperation is being deepened, 
which is especially important to ensure that the European in-
dustry can secure reliable arms deliveries for member states. 
The war in Ukraine has made it clear that it is time to rebuild 
Europe’s defence potential. The European Union supports this 
process.

EU co-funded investments in our local communities

Funds secured from the Union after 2004 under its multi-an-
nual financial frameworks help to finance investments in Pol-
ish municipalities, districts and regions. These funds benefit 
both smaller local governments, such as Czeladź in Zagłębie 
or Rybnik in Upper Silesia, and larger ones, such as one of 
Poland’s major cities Łódź and the West Pomerania Voivodship 
with its capital city, Szczecin. These local governments are 
the partners of our “Paneuropa – Licho Never Sleeps” comic 
book, as are the Union of Polish Metropolises and the Sile-
sian Association of Municipalities and Districts. Our partners 
continue their refurbishment efforts. Thanks to the consistent 
implementation of such projects, Czeladź and Rybnik have re-
claimed facilities that are part of their historical and cultural 
heritage. Evidence of this can be found in the former collieries 
now experiencing a renaissance: the Ignacy Historic Mine in 
Rybnik, as well as the Saturn Coal Mine in Czeladź. Successive 
city quarters in Łódź are being restored to their former glory 
by the area regeneration project. Green transport is front and 
centre, with new trams stopping at the renovated Wolności 
Square. The capital city of West Pomerania boasts the Profes-
sor Jerzy Stelmach Maritime Science Centre. With its building 
resembling a ship, it is fitting that the Centre should have cast 
its anchor on the Odra riverbank in Szczecin. The biggest city 
in the Union of Polish Metropolises, Warsaw, is expanding its 
metro network. It would be hard to imagine Poland’s capi-
tal city without this convenient means of transport. But if you 
have already read our comic book, you know that the reality 
created by a scriptwriter can be full of surprises. Perhaps you 
sometimes wonder “what would happen if…”.    
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